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"Placing Youth at the Centre of  Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs)"

NATCCO’s Implementation of the 
Aflatoun Child Social and Financial 
Education Program and Laboratory 

Cooperatives



Celebrating NATCCO’s 41 years of 
cooperative development



NATCCO’s 41st General Assembly – Kidnote Speech



Co-ops and the SDGs



Youth as front liners in achieving the SDGs

Cooperatives provide the platform for meaningful and pro-active engagement 
through the Aflatoun Program and Laboratory Cooperatives



Youth and the SDGs
Over a third of the 169 SDG targets highlight the role of young people and 

the importance of their empowerment, participation, and well-being.



YOUNGEST 
ASEAN NATIONS

 �������

2. CAMBODIA

3. PHILIPPINES



Vision
Socially and economically empowered 
children who act as agents of change in 
their own lives for a more equitable world.



282,629 Children Saving
1,387 Implementing Schools

7,185 Teachers Trained
P166+ Million Total Savings ($3.1Million)

141 Partner Cooperatives

As of July 2018



Aflatoun is directly contributing to the advancement of  
4 out of  the total of  17 Sustainable Development Goals

• Aflatoun teaches children to save 
and spend responsibly

• Aflatoun teaches financial 
management and life skills, and 
instills a spirit of entrepreneurship

• Through action-based learning, 
Aflatoun improves the attitude of 
children towards education

• Teachers with Aflatoun training 
drive higher student attendance & 
improved learning outcomes

• Aflatoun reaches out to children at 
the outskirts of society through 
out-of-school programs

• Aflatoun concentrates its efforts 
on low income countries

• Aflatoun promotes creativity and 
entrepreneurship

• Aflatoun teaches children about 
their rights regarding child labor 

• Works with financial institutions, 
to provide child-friendly services



• Aflatoun teaches children to save and spend 
responsibly
• Aflatoun teaches financial management and life 

skills, and instills a spirit of entrepreneurship



1) Self-efficacy: Children are given space to be 
autonomous and learn how to be responsible in spending 
and saving habits.
2) Career-orientation: Financial enterprise gives children 
greater employment options for the future and helps them 
see enterprise – whether small, medium or large – as a 
viable career path.
3) Citizenship and social responsibility: These 
capacities are fostered through the development of small 
social enterprise and community improvement projects.

Aflatoun’s Financial Education focuses on:



AFLATOUN HAS BEEN 
HIGHLIGHTED AS ONE 

OF THE ‘BEST 
PRACTICES’ IN 21ST 
CENTURY TEACHING 

AND LEARNING BY THE 
GLOBAL EDUCATION 

INNOVATION 
INITIATIVE OF THE 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
GRADUATE SCHOOL OF 

EDUCATION.



• Through action-based learning, Aflatoun improves the 
attitude of children towards education
• Teachers with Aflatoun training drive higher student 

attendance & improved learning outcomes



K-12 Program

The added component in the education curriculum is the Mother Tongue-Based 
MultiLingual Education.

With the help of the government organization, Komisyon sa Wikang Filipino, the 
Aflatoun Modules are translated into 4 Major Regional Languages for Grades 1-

3: Hiligaynon, Iloko, Tagalog and Cebuano to be in line with the education 
upgrade.



Continuous advocacy to make financial education a part of  the 
national curriculum, with cooperatives as allies



Technical Working Group on the Financial Literacy 
Program in Basic Education





DepEd Workshop – Orientation of the Field 
Implementers on the Intensified Integration of Financial 
Literacy Education in the Philippine K to 12 Curriculum

July 9-13, 2018 | BP International Makiling, Laguna



• Aflatoun promotes creativity and entrepreneurship
• Aflatoun teaches children about their rights regarding 

child labor 
•Works with financial institutions, to provide child-

friendly services



• Aflatoun reaches out to children at the outskirts of 
society 
• Aflatoun concentrates its efforts on low income 

countries



And research confirms the impact we have on the 
children we reach, with respect to these four SDGs

SDGs Proven Aflatoun outcomes Research details

• Changed financial attitudes
• Altered savings behaviours

• 91% of children have positive savings attitudes after 
participating in social and financial education

• Impact on children’s savings behavior for Aflatoun 
participants was roughly 3x that of other programs 
combined

• More engaged students
• Improved teacher practices

• Students spent more time on tasks in schools where 
Aflatoun programs were taught

• Teachers trained by Aflatoun International were more likely 
to use participatory teaching in class

• Changed entrepreneurial 
attitudes

• Reduced child labour

• Adolescent girls are more likely to have plans to start a 
business and pursue a career

• Rights-oriented social and financial education protected 
children from engaging in child labor 

• Increased confidence of young 
people about their future

• Knowledge of rights and duties

• 60% of the children in the studies showed increased self-
confidence at the end of the program 

• 99% of children participating in Aflatoun ended the program 
with positive, rights based attitudes and knowledge

The effectiveness of Aflatoun has been extensively researched and tested over the last eleven 
years, with 60 studies completed across the world



Evaluation of the Aflatoun Program



Lab Co-ops provide

•Democratic participation
• Economic Empowerment
• Social development through 

activism, social movements, 
and creative expressions



Empowering Children and Youth through 
Laboratory Cooperatives



Lab Co-op Officers are elected as NATCCO Youth 
Committee and as NATCCO Youth Board



Youth Committee Orientation and Planning

June 15-16, 2018 | NATCCO

As the face and brand of the co-op’s future, the NATCCO Youth Committee 
2018-2020, commits to achieving the goals of the youth program by 

developing plans for the NATCCO Youth Network.  With the Youth Congress 
Resolutions as the springboard, programs both national and regional have 

been laid out for the next two years with the ultimate goal of increasing the 
youth’s participation in the co-ops through the Aflatoun Program and 

Laboratory Cooperatives.



Leadership, management, and entrepreneurial 
skills are honed



They also learn how to take responsibility for their own 
community and work together to improve it.



NATCCO Youth Board, Ronah
Nillos, led the Lab Co-op to 

participate in the province-wide 
Tree-Growing activity 



Children and Youth Unit



Encouraging and Guiding Co-ops to organize and 
strengthen their Laboratory Co-ops

Regional Laboratory Cooperative Forum



Laboratory Cooperative 
Regional Forum



What more can we do thru our Lab Co-ops?

• Encourage actions to increase productivity in the 
agricultural sector by providing education and access to 
young people on agripreneurship (1)
• Promote the health and well-being of all youth (3)
• Prepare youth as disaster risk reduction ambassadors 

(11,13)
• Ensure that youth are aware of sustainable 

consumption
• Engage youth as active citizens 
– political engagement
• Reduce the digital divide



Financial Education Leaders’ 
Congress

September 27-29, 2018



Aflatoun Philippines 



National Confederation of Cooperatives (NATCCO)

Lasalette Gumban
Unit Head- Children and Youth 

lmgumban@natcco.coop
stellar23@gmail.com
farmfairy
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